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particularly in the area of traditional handicrafts. In February 2005 we met again, 
continuing our discussion. We spoke first about ISSV Archives. This was obviously 
something that belonged in the framework of Slovenian School Museum, and I had not 
entirely given up the hope of interesting them in the matter. However, Da{a Koprivec 
and SEM expressed their  interest in emigrant handicrafts.

We took it from there. We both wished to  pursue  a project which showed a 
definite promise. In my capacity as President of  the Institute for Slovenian Studies of 
Victoria I issued an invitation to mag. Da{a Koprivec to visit Melbourne and investigate 
the handicrafts within the Slovenian community in the state of Victoria.

Andrej Poto~nik makes various artistic and practical wooden products that have brought him fame in and 
outside Australia. Photo: Aleksandra Ceferin, Melbourne, May 2006.
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The home of Mimica Bole is full of various beautiful handicraft products she makes herself. Her carnations 
made of fabric are particularly well-known. Photo: Aleksandra Ceferin, Melbourne, June 2006.

This marvellously decorated Father Christmas boot and other Christmas presents were made by Anica 
Kodila. Photo: Aleksandra Ceferin, Melbourne, May 2006.
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The events followed quickly and smoothly after that. The Office for Slovenes 
Abroad was prepared to fund the initiative, we organized accommodation, and Da{a’s 
visit was set to take place in May 2006.

In my view the initiative concerned the whole Slovenian community and I invited 
its involvement in the undertaking by informing all the Slovenian organizations in 
Victoria, and requesting names and contact numbers of all handicrafts practitioners. A 
meeting with Da{a Koprivec was set to take place in the Slovenian Community Centre 
in Kew, with the assistance of Metka Lenar~i~, an active community member and 
coordinator of 3ZZZ Slovenian radio program.  

The meeting on 2 May was fully attended. Beside the women practitioners, men 
were also represented. Andrew Poto~nik, born in Australia of Slovenian parents, has 
estab~ished himself  internationally as wood turner craftsman. Jo`e Ramuta  began to 
work with wood while testing his woodworking machine, Lojze Jeri~ has become known 
for his mosaic compositions.

The meeting was a success. All present were delighted  that their work would be 
formally recognized and appreciated. It was decided that Da{a and Aleksandra begin 
the research with the Slovenian Association Ivan Cankar in Geelong, a town some 70 
km distant from Melbourne, and that the handicrafts practitioners gather at the club to 
show and discuss their products on the following day. It was also agreed that Aleksandra 
Ceferin photograph the exhibits and exhibitors to provide a record of the research. The 
rest of the practitioners, scattered over a large Melbourne area would be visited at their 
homes over the following three weeks.

The meeting in Geelong was an exciting event. On display were a great variety of 
handicrafts: beautiful Idria bobbin lace items, embroidered tablecloths, doilies, knitted 
shawls and slippers, painted china, painted wood platters and children’s table, chess 
table with figures, dried flower arrangements, wooden wall clocks. During a session of 
several hours, it was agreed that each practitioner would either loan or gift three small 
items for an exhibition in Ljubljana and provide a short biography. The items were to 
be collected by Aleksandra Ceferin who would also organize the transport.

The following two weeks were spent in travelling far and wide over the sprawling, 
and picturesque metropolis Melbourne. Melbourne is  one of the largest capital cities 
of the world, in terms of the total area of 8,806 sq km, and the reputation for lush 
parklands. We drove great distances, since Slovenes are possibly the most dispersed of 
all the ethnic gtoups in Australia. We started in the Melbourne city centre - the CBD, 
where Da{a had accommodation, and on most days covered over 100 km, driving to 
homes all over the Greater Melbourne . 

During the course of the  research we found out more about the kind of handicrafts 
produced  and as importantly, about the practitioners themselves.

Men and women began by crafting objects to test  and develop their skills, which 
they brought with them. First for themselves, then as gifts for their circle of friends. They 
worked often at night after a day’s hard work and on train on the way from work. These 
products began to be exhibited at formal social gatherings of  Slovenian associations 
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and at multicultural festivals. The interest grew and  the practitioners offered workshops 
on the traditional skills, particularly on the making of Idria lace. 

The homes of the practitioners reflected the creative spirit of the owners and 
their wish to fashion aesthetically beautiful or symbolically meaningful products - a 
handicrafts heritage, kept alive in an aiien land. The designed traditional tulips of Anica 
Kodila provide an elegant setting to a home richly decorated with flower arrangements, 
wall hangings and cushions. Metka Lenar~i~’s stylish home displays an elegant Idria 
lace tablecloth, traditional Slovenian chest and tapestry wall-hangings with Slovenian 
themes. Mimica Bole’s home is a showcase of great bunches of carnations in vibrant 
colours, stitched in the style invented by herself, which she loves to gift to her friends. 
Jo`e Ramuta’s chess table and wall clocks grace the spaces of the Slovenian Association 
Ivan Cankar in Geelong, adding to its traditional Slovenian atmosphere and distinctive 
character. Marija Ur{i~, has demonstrated her skill at multicultural events and taught 
classes of the traditional Idria bobbin-lace making. The creativity of Anica Kodila 
has blossomed beyond the traditional skills, guided by her  talent and willingness 
to experiment. She was taught embroidery in her native Notranjska, and began by 
embroidering bridal sheets and pillowcases. In Australia she developed a wide range 
of skills, trying all kinds of decorative products, bridal and christening items, artificial 
flowers, toy furniture, Easter and Christmas decorations, and the magnificently decorated 
Father Christmas boot, which has been sold as far as USA.

The handicrafts project was widely advertised in the Slovenian community, with 
articles in Slovenian in the monthly Misli, and in English on  the Internet - on Thezaurus.
com and the Network of Australian Slovenes. There were also announcements and 
interviews on 3ZZZ Community Radio in Melbourne and on Radio Slovenia, and stirred 
up interest in Australia and Slovenia.

The investigation into Slovenian handicrafts in Victoria evolved during the following 
year into a web co-production between Slovene Ethnographic Museum and The Institute 
for Slovenian Studies of Victoria (Viktorijski In{titut za slovenistiko).  The by-/product 
of the research into the handicrafts in Victoria  resulted in a considerable photographic 
collection, numbering about 400 images, some by Da{a Koprivec, the majority by 
Aleksandra Ceferin. The discussions in Ljubljana between the www.thezaurus.com 
web developer and ISSV member Bojan A`man (aka Chiron Morpheus) and the SEM 
Director Bojana Rogelj [kafar led to the conclusion that an online handicrafts exhibition, 
a first of this kind for SEM, would be a great idea. Subsequently SEM received financial 
support by the Ministry for Culture RS. The “rocnadela” online exhibition team Bojan 
A`man, Da{a Koprivec and Aleksandra Ceferin completed the project n October 2007. 
It was officially presented to the Director and staff of Slovene Ethnographic Museum in 
Ljubljana, where it was well received. 

The online exhibition and the website www.rocnadela.org, was launched in 
Melbourne on 1st March 2008 at the biannual 11 Slovenian Festival at the club Jadran, 
as the Online Archive of Slovenian Emigrant Handicrafts. The response has been very 
pleasing. A considerably greater number of visitors has visited the website than they 
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would a physical exhibition so we can say that the aim of the online exhibition has 
been fulfilled.

The exhibition of Slovenian handicrafts lays the foundation for further research, 
collection activity and archiving of Slovenian handicrafts in Australia and elsewhere. 
The website of rocnadela.org, conceptualized and designed by Bojan A`man (aka 
Chiron Morpheus), is the first online exhibition of Slovenian handicrafts by the 
Slovene Ethnographic Museum, and ground-breaking by world standards. On display 
is a collection of contemporary handicrafts. The selection covers a diverse range of 
endeavour: artificial flowers, Idria bobbin lace, crocheted objects, decorative objects, 
embroidered tableware, greeting cards, mosaics, patchwork, pottery, tapestry, and 
wood-turning. 

The objects reveal individualistic approaches, and interests. Some are based on 
traditional

Slovenian designs, others show new expressions of craft activity.
Our attention is drawn to the identity of the creator and his/her relationship to the 

present environment. Certain works are arresting in the beautiful detail, are sensitively 
rendered, and captivate the eye. The handicrafts emanate from the creativity of these 
individuals and are inspired by the different Australian environment. In this way one 
can witness the continuity, and changes within a living cultural tradition, from past 
generations, and the expression of the rich cultural heritage from Slovenia.

The online exhibition www.rocnadela.org was launched in Melbourne on 1st March 2008 at the biannual 
11 Slovenian Festival at the club Jadran, as the Online Archive of Slovenian Emigrant Handicrafts. Photo: 

Aleksandra Ceferin, Melbourne, March 2008. 
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Thus, the exhibition relates to the question of historical dimension of handicrafts 
and design; the connection to the past is maintained in the traditional styles, and 
techniques. Diversity of crafts is an enriching experience that heightens the sense of time 
and place. As a body the display gives pause to reflection on: the character and distinction 
of handicrafts in this age of new technologies, and mass-production. An exhibition of 
this nature contributes to the visual record of cultural heritage and shows implicitly the 
value of different cultures and the expression of varied cultural activities wherever they 
may be found. It is important to bring to the broader public this tradition, which has been 
carried on particularly by Slovenian women. The handicrafts have been prominent in 
the life of Slovenian communities everywhere. They represent an intimate relationship 
between the handicraftsmen and - women and their Slovenian cultural heritage, handed 
down from generation to generation. In Slovenian communities abroad the handicrafts 
tradition is an important part of their sense of identity, their “sloveneness”. 

As a follow-up we intend to continue investigating the Slovenian handicrafts in 
Australia to add to the archive of handicrafts, which we have started in May 2006. It is 
hoped that there will be further contributions to this project from other creative men 
and women, thus broadening the scope of the initial archival collection. The initiators 
have been proud to participate in this project of the first online exhibition and archive 
by the Slovene Ethnographic Museum and the first collaborative project of this kind 
between Slovenia and Australia. 

Completing the project to this point has been an inspiring enterprise for all 
participants. We hope to take it further, continuing to archive and preserve the living 
heritage waiting to be discovered around the world. Technology is not intended to 
replace the real exhibition in real space. What it is intended to accomplish is to bring 
the awareness of the heritage closer to the people who live at great distances and may 
never be able to visit a live exhibition. They may be even be able to participate in 
virtual space and contribute their own sense of Slovenian heritage for a common sense 
of “sloveneness” in the world.

We thank the following participants and producers for cooperation and 
generosity:  

Lidija Bole, Ema Bole-Kosmina, Mimica Bole, Sonia Ben~i~, Ana Marija Thomas 
(Brne), Marija Brne, Slava Burlovic, Marija Horvat, Lojze Jeri~, Anica Kodila, Anica 
Kodri~, Jo`e Kodri~, Ivanka Kontelj, Lojzka Kuhar, Julka Kure, Meta Lenar~i~ Matilda 
Martin~i~, Andrej Poto~nik, Jo`e Ramuta, Lucija Srnec, Marija Ur{i}, Vida Vojvoda.

Aleksandra Ceferin




