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atures big, ten times enlarged copies of children's toys 
made in the master workshops of Ivica Mesar from Tugonica and Josip Fijan 
from Marija Bistrica. These toys can be seen on the Pope John Paul II Square 
in Marija Bistrica and belong to the collection of oversized toys installed on 
the square. In this exhibition, the oversized toys will delight the children, 
who can sit in them while watching films about the cultural heritage of the 
Bistrica area. Moreover, the authors have design ed a playroom where the 
children can play with original toys from Zagorje. 

The exhibition also presents some rare examples of toys made in Croatian 
factories and master workshops. In Croatia in the mid-1950s a number of 
toy factories emerged from smaller cooperatives or industrial plants. The 
most notable examples include the factories Biserka and Uzor in Zagreb, 
Jugoplastika in Split, 25. maj in Dubrova near Labin, Lanena industrija Osi­
jek, and Krapinska tekstilna industrija with its factory TI K-TI K. All of them 
were in operation until the 1990S. The exhibition gives special emphasis to 
toys made at the Biserka factory, which was known for the production of 
plastic children's toys made after characters from Walt Disney stories and 
films. Furthermore, the exhibition presents plush toys made in the master 
workshop of Ružica Vavra from 1949, of which 150 are copyright protected. 
Finally, the timeline brings us to 21st-century toys - not only to those from 
Hrvatsko zagorje, but also to the very interesting didactic toys created by 
Croatian designers and artists, which enable children to create their own, 
new toy from pre-made elements. The museum is in possession of designer 
toys made by the Croatian artist Goran Lelas, who in 2007 teamed up with 
StrangeCo, the famous San Francisco art toy company, and MoMa to carry 
out his project. Another Croatian product designer, Marko Pavlovic, created 
a didactic toy cal led Oblo Spheres, which was produced in Canada in 2010, 
and a toy cal led Logiq Tower, which was produced in 2015 with investor 
Mark Cahsens and Great Circle Works Inc. Also on display are the wooden 
didactic toy called Cat, designed by the Croatian painter Zlatan Vrkljan and 
executed by the carpenter and designer Marko Plavčic, and two eco toys 
made by Damir Adamovic from Ivanic Grad. 

This exhibition features the most interesting and valuable objects found 
in the toy collections of the Zagreb Ethnographic Museum. Our wish is to 
inform the visitors of the Slovene Ethnographic Museum about this part of 
Croatian heritage, which has too frequently been ignored and marginalised, 
but which today represents a precious part of our cultural reality. 
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Hrvaške otroške igrače med tradicijo in sodobnost jo 
Croatian Children's Toys Between Tradition & Modernity 

Gostujoča razstava Etnografskega muzeja Zagreb ~ Guest exhibition by the Ethnographic Museum Zagreb 

Avtorica razstave IAuthor of the exhibition: dr. Iris Biškupic Bašic 
Oblikovanje razstave I Exhibition design : Nikolina Jelavic Mitrovic 
Sodelavca razstave I Exhibition collaborators : Jasminka Vujičic, Matija Dronjic 
Realizacija filmov I Films were made by: Iris Biškupic Bašic, Žarko Nikin 
Fotografije I Photos: Nikola Šiško, Iris Biškupic Bašic, Žarko Nikin, Matija Dronjic, Nina Koydl 
Dokumentacija I Documentation: Etnografski muzej Zagreb I Ethnographic Museum Zagreb, Hrvaški šolski muzej I 
Croatian School Museum, Hrvaški državni arhiv I Croatian State Archive 
Mestni muzej Zagreb I City Museum of Zagreb 
Prevod v angleščino I Translation into English: Janko Paravic, Dunja Horvat Weitner 
Tehnična realizacija I Technical realisation: Jasminka Vujičic, Matija Dronjic, Darijen Paša 

Gostujočo razstavo v Slovenskem etnografskem muzeju so pripravili I The guest exhibition at the Slovene 
Ethnographic Museum was prepared by: 
dr. Nena Židov, kustodinja I curator 
Nina Zdravič Polič , koordinatorka I coordinator 
mag. Maja Kostric Grubišic, komuniciranje I communications 
Sonja Kogej Rus, izobraževalne aktivnosti I educational activities 
Jure Rus, multimedijska podpora I multimedia support 
Silvester Lipovšek, Boštjan Marolt, tehnična podpora I technical support 
Nada Colnar, prevod v slovenščino I translation into Slovene 

Zahvala I Acknowledgement: 
Velike igrače je za razstavo posodila I Big toys for the exhibition were loaned by: Občina I Municipality of Marija Bistrica 

GOSTOVANJE RAZSTAVE, S KATERO OBELEŽUJEMO HRVAŠKO PREDSEDOVANJE SVETU EU, JE PODPRLO MINISTRSTVO ZA 

KULTURO REPUBLIKE HRVAŠKE / THE GUEST EXHIBITION, WHICH MARKS THE CROATIAN PRESIDENCY OF THE COUNCIL 

OF THE EU, WAS SUPPORTED BY THE MINISTRY OF CULTURE OF THE REPU BLIC OF CROATIA. 
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SLOVENSKI ETNOGRAFSKI MUZEJ I SLOVENE ETHNOGRAPHIC MUSEUM 
Metelkova 2, 1000 Ljubljana 
T: +386 1 300 87 oo 
E: etnomuz@etno-muzej.si 
www.etno-muzej.si 

ODPRTO I HOURS 
Torek I Tuesday - nedelja I Sunday 10.00-18.00 

Zaprto I Closed: ponedeljki I Mondays 
Prost vstop vsako prvo nedeljo v mesecu I Free admission every first Sunday in amonth 

Besedilo I Text: Iris Biškupic Bašic II Izdala I Published by: Slovenski etnografski muzej I Slovene Ethnographic 
Museum II zanj I for it: dr. Tanja Roženbergar in I and Etnografski muzej Zagreb I Ethnographic Museum Zagreb, 
zanj I for it: Goranka Horjan II Oblikovanje I Design: Nikolina Jelavic Mitrovic II Tisk I Print: Medium Žirovnica, 
Slovenija I Slovenia 2020 


