























VERY BRIEFLY ON HAIRSTYLES
AND THE SEZESSION

The closer we get to the end of the century, the more interested we
are in how it started. Suddenly things saved from those times have
become interesting, and people have begun nostalgically collecting
mementos of known and even totally unknown relatives. A century is
really not a long time, a single human lifespan can be longer, and
even if we deduct the early years, when memory is still unreliable, a
decade still remains which is still a “live” experience. Sometimes, a
single object excites interest in the time in which it was used. This
happened with a small collection of hairdressing accessories which
found their way to a museum depository two decades ago, when
objects for an exhibition of the Ljubljana fashion scene in the first
half of the 20th century were being collected.

For almost 60 years, the well-known Ljubljana fashion designer, Mimi
Sarkova, had her own salon for producing hats and all the other
fashion accessories of ladies of the time. She was born in 1886 and
during her long years of practice was familiar with numerous
demands of fashion. She dealt with them with the consistency of her
own character: she went to fashion fairs and exhibitions in Paris,
Vienna and German cities. She ended her career as a fashion
designer as a lively eighty year old, creating for theatre and
television the same hats from the start of the century with which she
had begun her studies.

So it is not surprising that, in addition to other things, her estate
included so many tongs and pincers and hairpins. Ladies’ hats were
not at that time worn to cover the hair - curls and ringlets were to
be flaunted. Some women
knew how to do their own hair,
some were forced into it
because they could not afford.
otherwise, but a hairdresser,
and sometimes also a wig
maker, had to take care of the
more fortunate.

Even in the 19th century,
hairstyles based for the most
part on the owners own hair
predominated, although still
abundantly assisted by hair
supports. After the long period
of the awful discomfort of wigs,
the head was finally liberated.







Vi¢ farmers respectfully, as
“worthy citizens”. There were
still only farms on Trzaska
cesta, not to mention in Glince
and Vi¢. He would certainly -
have counted on the factory-
girls at the tobacco factory, of
whom there were so many that
they must have been an
‘important part of his clientele,
although they only went “once
a quarter”. These girls felt
themselves to be city folk, and
although they were workers
and still lived in villages, they
needed plaits.
Aleksander Gjud later moved to
Kongresni trg for many decades, perhaps to the very salon of his
predecessor. In the thirties, he was almost a neighbour of Mimi
Sarkova.
After a good six years, in 1906, the Otto Fettich-Frankheim
mentioned above had clearly modernised his equipment, and the day
Oito EeticnFraniin. Defore Christmas published in Slovenec:
et kst “Gentleman’s and ladies’ hairdresser,
= Kongresni trg 15. Ladies’ salon for
. washing hair: with the most recent “air-
drying apparatus”, dry hair in 8 minutes.
May we recommend further dressing
according to the latest Viennese and
French fashions, for dances, the theatre,
concerts and weddings. Historical
hairstyles. Service also at home. A large
selection of ladies’ and gentlemen’s
toilet requisites. Perfumes and soaps
from real factories. We carry out all
kinds of work on hair.”
This advertisement, like the first, was carefully accompanied with a
picture of a lady, who obviously has very long hair, laid in a similar,
even longer, wide funnel-shaped container on a wide base. She is
sitting comfortably on a chair. It must have been fairly hot, judging
from the steam rising from the container and the fan which the lady
is holding in her hand. ,
At that time, hairdressers had to count on the need to treat ladies at
home. Until the so-called permanent wave arrived, which demanded
knowledge and care, the majority of women carefully “curled” their
hair with tongs, which were laid on charcoal or simply on a hot plate
on the stove. The plaits which farm girls and women wore for the
most part all their lives, did not need a hairdresser’s services.




The vanity of the inhabitants of

old Carniola can be imagined

simply by listing the newspapers

in which, day after day and

week after week, appear old

and new miracle preparations

for retaining and growing hair.

And not only hair, some men

clearly had great difficulty with

their beards. The Ljubljana
apothecaries and chemists:

Kanc, von Trnkoczy, Piccoli,

Leustek, recommended

tinctures and pomades

wholesale “for encouraging the

strong and supple growth of

beards, hair and eyebrows.

Money back if unsuccessful, so no risk!”
In addition to this, postal trade flourished. Austrian and Bohemian
traders in hair lotions clearly had very grateful customers in Carniola.
There was considerably more work with men’s hairdressing and
beards in those days than now. Since there were also more barbers,
they had to make a real effort to get customers. A particularly
eminent barber advertised at the end of 1900:

“On the occasion of the approaching New Year, | most sincerely
congratulate the esteemed visitors to my barber's shop, especially
the most honourable priests, in the hope of their further
benevolence. Dr. Matkovi¢, barber opposite the cathedral.”

The centenniary of the birth of Dr. France Preseren was also
celebrated in that year, 1900. What “Sezession” meant to people
can perhaps be explained by advertisements paid for in December
1900 by the shopkeeper, Konrad Schumi, who sold “batiste pocket
handerkerchiefs for ladies (Sezession), 12 pieces” at Presernova ulica
1, and the clockmaker, Franc Cuden, from Glavni trg 25, opposite
the town hall, who recommended "all novelties - Sezession - in gold
and silver, and beautiful, finely worked wall clocks, a novelty -
Sezession - in stock”. :
“Sezession” was thus modern, the most up-to-date, as were the
hairdressers who created Ljubljana “hairstyles” with the most up-
to.date equipment.

Tanja Tomazi¢

The workshop wili be led by haire-
stylist Mr. Daniel Vrtacnik on
Thursday 25th September 1997
from6to 8 p.m.



