Bees at the Heart of Agriculture: Sustaining Food, Biodiversity, and Heritage
[bookmark: _GoBack]We often hear that one-third of the world’s food depends on pollinators, with honeybees holding a special place among them. The relationship between agriculture and beekeeping has always been—and still is— a partnership of mutual benefit. But how do we perceive this synergy today, in a time of modern collaboration between nature and food systems? Can centuries of beekeeping experience offer insights for our future?
Join us for an inspiring event and hear from leading experts from around the world:
· Assist. Prof. Maja Ivana Smodiš Škerl, Ph.D. from Slovenia, is a researcher at the Agricultural Institute of Slovenia and a lecturer at both the Beekeeping Academy of Slovenia (KIS) and the University of Primorska. She will share her experience in connecting Slovenia’s agricultural and beekeeping sectors, highlighting the country’s centuries-old tradition of seasonal hive migration—moving bees to different foraging areas to produce diverse honey types and ensure pollination of key food crops.
· Dr. Michael Rubinigg from Austria has over 15 years of experience in the European beekeeping industry, working as a trainer, bee health inspector, and industry representative. He now runs a commercial beekeeping operation and leads a company specializing in information science and technology. His latest project is the EFSA-sponsored Pollinator Hub, which focuses on collecting data on pollinators.
· Dr. Soledad C. Villamil is an entomologist at the LabEA (Laboratorio de Estudios Apícolas), Department of Agronomy, National University of the South, Argentina. She focuses on beneficial insects and their role in crop pollination and the biological control of weeds. Her work promotes a positive approach to insects and emphasizes the importance of preserving their habitats to support sustainable agriculture and healthier food systems.
· Ms. Namrata Khanna from India is the Director of the India Honey Alliance (IHA) and has extensive knowledge of the essential role of bees in Indian agriculture. With her profound interest in honey and pollination, she will highlight the pollination of key crops rooted in traditional diets, the wide variety of honey types found across the country, and the current challenges facing India’s honey sector.
Discover how bees and other pollinators play a vital role in food production across continents—and how heritage and innovation come together to shape a sustainable future.
