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Betlehemy

Keramicne jaslice iz Slovadke

Slovaske keramiine jaslice, prikazgane na razgstavi, so ustvarili Znani ljudski nmetniki -
Viliam Bazlik, Igndc Bizmayer, Drahoslay Chalany, Jozef Franko, Maria in Oskar
Hanusek, Ferdis Kostka, Jilia Kovdcikovi-Horovd, Dagmar Kratochvilova, Maridn
Liska, Peter LuZik, Jdn Peiuk, Kornélia Piissova, Jana Randuskova in Leopold Velan -
0 gelo pisane in igrazne. V' nekaterib jaslicab figurice prosto stojijo, v drugih so pritrjene na
okuvir. Nekateri umetniki prikazujejo bogicno 3g0dbo pod slamnato strebo, pri drugib je ves
prizor na keramitnem pladnju s Sirokim robom. Nenavaden igdelek je triptib g bogicno
zgodbo v oltarni nisi.

Po svetopisemski g0dbi o stvarjenju je Bog naredil cloveka “iz prabu gemije“ (Stvarjenye
2:7 1 Mz 2,7). Cerkev obelesi stvarjenje Adama in Eve, prvega moskega in prve Zenske,
24. decembra. To je dan pred boFicem, ko cerkev pragnuje rojstvo Kristusa. Po krstanski
veri je Jezusa Kristusa, bogjega sina, Devica Marija neke nodi rodila v hlevu gostilne v
Betlehemmn.

Sega izdelovanja jaslic in njibovega postavijanja v bogicnem Casu je nastala iz olaranosti
lindi nad tem, da lahko vsako leto podogivijajo dogodke svete noli. Jaslice izdelujejo iz
raglitnih materialov, med drugim tudi i3 keramike. Adam in Eva pa sta gavetnika
loncarjev in keramiko.




Krstanstvo ima na Slovaskem dolgo tradicijo. Oblikovalo je Zivijenje ljiudi in njibovo
materialno kulturo, ki se kazge lasti v verski l[judski umetnosti. Med kiparskimi upodo-
bitvami dogodkov v krstanskem letnem koledarju imajo jaslice posebno mesto. Reforme
cesarja Jogefa I1. ob koncu 18. stoletja so jaslice izgnale iz cerkev in ljudje 5o jib aceli
postavijati doma.

Od srednjega veka naprej so lontarji izdelovali figurice, posodje in plostice iz Zgane gline.
Od 17. stoletja naprej so nekaj fignric izdelovali tudi v tehniki fajanse. Z njimi so Habani
(prekrscevalci) zapolnili prazgen prostor v loniarskib peceh. V' 19. stoletju je i3 te prakse
nastala posebna keramicna obrt. Tovarna majolike v Modri je bila ustanovijena 1883, 1.
v Casn, ko 50 industrijski igdelki in novi materiali tradicionalne lontarje spravili v hudo
stisko. Sola, ki je bila prikljucena tovarni, je Stevilne slovaske keramicarje usposobila 3a
izdelovange fajanse.

Glavni liki tradicionalnib slovaskib jaslic so sveta drugina, trije kralji, pastirji in véasih
tudi koledniki. Trije pastiryi, Fedor, Stacho in Kubo, obleceni v tradicionalne slovaske nose
in opremljent 3 valasko (pastirsko sekirico), hodijo od hise do hise in s sabo nosijo lesene ali
papirnate jaslice. Pripovedujejo 3g0dbo o Kristusovem rojstvu, pojejo in plesejo ob ritmu
udarcev s palicami in v dar dobijo posebne kolace.

Tako kot v drugih evropskib drgavah so bile jaslice srediste bogicnega praznovanja, dokler
Jih ni v 19. stoletin gamenjalo bogicno drevo. Sodobni keramiki Se vedno ustvarjajo tudi
bogitne motive in like.



Betlehemy

Ceramic creches jrom Slovakia

Ceramic créches from Slovakia presented at the exhibition are made by well known folk
artists like Viliam Bazlik, Lgndc Bizmayer, Drahoslav Chaldny, Jozef Franko, Maria
and Oskar Hanusek, Ferdis Kostka, Jilia Kovalikovd-Horova, Dagmar Kratochvilova,
Maridan Liska, Peter Luzdk, Jan Pecuk, Kornélia Piissovd, Jana Randuskovd, and
Leapold Velan are both colourful and expressive. In some créches the fignres stand sepa-
rately; in others they are connected to a frame. Some ceramic artists show the Christmas story
playing under a straw roof; others make a stage out of the base of a wide-rimmed plate.
There is also an unusual triptych showing the Christmas story in an altarpiece.

According to the biblical creation story man was formed “from the dust of the ground”
(Genesis 2:7 NRSV). Adam and Eve, the first man and woman are remembered by the
church on December 24th. This is the day before Christmas on which the birth of Christ is
remembered. According to Christian belief, Jesus Christ, the son of God, was born of the
Virgin Mary one night in the stable of an inn in Betlehem.

The fascination of seeing the events of the holy night come alive again every year is behind
the custom of creating créches and setting them up at Christmas time. Creches are made of
different materials, e.g. of ceramic. And Adam and Eve are the patrons of potters and
ceramists.



- Christianity has a long tradition in Slovakia. 1t shaped the life of the people and their
 material culture, particularly showing in religious folk art. Among sculptural portrayals of
the events of the Christian year, créche scenes have a special place. The reforms of Emperor
Joseph 11 at the end of the 18th century banished the créche scenes from the churches, and
people began to set créches up in their homes.

Since the middle ages, potters have been making figures out of fired clay well as crockery
and tiles. Since the 17th century some of these small figures have been made using faience
techniques. They filled up empty spaces in the kilns of the Haban community. During the
19th century they were developed into a distinct ceramic craft. Modra's majolica factory was
set up in 1883, at a time when industrial products and new materials were creating
difficulties for the traditional potters. The school attached to the factory trained many
Slovak ceramic artists in making faience.

The most important figures in a traditional Slovak créche are the holy family, the three
kings, shepherds, sometimes also the kolednici (Slovak carollers): The three shepherds,
Fedor, Stacho and Kubo, in traditional Slovak dress including the shepherd's axe valaska,
8o from honse to house carrying a wooden or paper créche. They tell the story of Christ's
birth, dancing and singing to the rhythm of beating sticks, in return for special cakes.

As in other European countries, the créche was the centre of Christmas celebrations until
it was displaced by the Christmas tree during the 19th century. Modern ceramic artists
continne to devote. time to Christmas themes and figures even today.
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